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Abstract

The present study aimed at probing the effect of using conceptual maps
strategy in the development of creative thinking skills in Islamic Education
course among sixth grade students in Kirkuk Governorate. To achieve such
aim, semi-experiment research design was adopted. The sample of the
study entailed 76 students (males and females) who were assigned into four
even groups. Two groups were allocated as experimental (one male group
and one female group) and two groups (one male group and one female
group) were allotted as control, in the second semester of the academic year
2013/2014. The experimental groups were taught by means of using
conceptual map strategy, while the experimental groups were taught by
using the traditional methods.

The study depended on two research tools:

1 — The learning material which was selected from Islamic Education
textbook as composed by the Iragi Ministry of Education for the sixth
grade at primary stage. The learning material was then modified in light of
creative thinking paradigm. A number of experts and specialists in the field
of education and psychology checked the appropriateness and suitability of
such learning material.

2 - A Creative Thinking test was developed in light of Torrance Test of
Creative Thinking. Validity and reliability measures were considered.

The results of the study were reported as follows:

1 - There were statistically significant differences at the level of
significance a = 0.05 in the growth of creative thinking for sixth students
due to the teaching method (conceptual maps) which was in favor of the
experimental group.

2 - There were no statistically significant differences at the level of
significance a = 0.05 in the change of creative thinking skills for sixth
grade students as due to the variable of gender.
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3 - There were no statistically significant differences at the level of
significance a = 0.05 in the improvement of creative thinking for sixth
grade students as attributed to the interaction between the teaching method
and gender.

The study recommended the use of the strategy maps, conceptual and
creative thinking in the teaching of Islamic education because of their
efficiency as illustrated by the current study when compared to the
traditional method. The study also recommended the evolving of 'teaching
thinking' courses across all academic levels.
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